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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN: (ROBINSON) 

SUBJECT :TAKING OF DEPOSITION IN GDR 
REF: 7FAM840 

1. FLORIDA ATTORNEY CONTACTED DEPT REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF, 
AND PROCEDURE FOR, TAKING DEPOSITION OF WILLING WITNESS 
(GDR CIT) IN GDR. 

2. GDR EMBASSY WASH STATES THERE IS NO IMPEDIMENT TO 
TAKING TESTIMONY IN GDR, AND THAT RIGHT TO TAKE TESTIMONY 
WAS NOT DEPENDENT ON TREATY. IF EMBASSY CORRECT, MATTER 
APPEARS TO BE GOVERNED BY LOCAL LAW. 

3. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER SUCH LAW PERMITS 
TAKING OF TESTIMONY FROM ANY PERSON IN GDR, FROM USC'S 
ONLY, OR NOT AT ALL; WHETHER DEPOSITION MAY BE TAKEN BE- 
FORE CONOFF OR ONLY BEFORE LOCAL NOTARY (OR OTHER OFFICIAL) 
WHETHER PRIOR PERMISSION OF GDR REQUIRED; AND ANY OTHER 
RELEVANT INFO. 
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4. IF TAKING OF DEPOSITIONS NOT EXPRESSLY PERMITTED BY 
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LOCAL LAW, DEPT INTENDS TO DISCOURAGE MR. ROBINSON FROM 

ATTEMPTING TO TAKE TESTIMONY, SINCE THE PROCEDURE HE 
USES (ADEQUATE OR NOT) MAY CONSTITUTE A PRECEDENT AND 
PREJUDICE DEPT. EFFORTS TO INCLUDE A DEPOSITION 
PROVISION IN CONSULAR CONVENTION. KISSINGER 
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